Participatory budgets
in the Nordic Countries
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Digidem Lab is an independent democracy lab
for participatory democracy. We study, test, and
offer internationally tested methods and tools
for citizen participation.
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We have 30 PBs with...

> Cities and city districts: Majorna Linné (Gothenburg), Hisingen
(Gothenburg), Lundby (Gothenburg), Skarholmen (Stockholm), Gislaved,
Sigtuna, Botkyrka

> Public housing companies: Stena Fastigheter, Familjebostader,
Bostadsbolaget Hjallbo och Biskopsgarden (Gothenburg)

> Schools: Lundby (Gothenburg)
> Civil society organisations: Malmo Tillsammans A

> As part of a consortium: New York, Chicago
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COLDIGIT

Collective Intelligence through Digital
Tools (2020-2023)

= University of Helsinki
= NESTA (UK)

= Digidem Lab & University of
Gothenburg

COLDIGIT
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nesta

Democratic innovation
and digital participation

Harnessing collective intelligence for —
21st-century decision-making

https://www.nesta.orqg.uk/report/democratic-innovation-and-digital-participation-repor



https://www.nesta.org.uk/report/democratic-innovation-and-digital-participation-report/
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https://medborgarbudget.lundby.goteborg.se/
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Lack of in-person events resulting in falling

participation on digital platforms
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Participation

Offline
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An illustration of evidence from pilots in Gothenburg* and Helsinki** that online
participation follows in-person activities, forming a 'digital shadow'. (The level of

participation illustrated is arbitrary.) Oli Whittington, Nesta, Licence CC BY NC SA
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Why is citizen participation

not catching on in Sweden*
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Lack of national
coordination and support

OECD: The governance framework
needs to support the overall digital
transformation and avoid the silo-

based and uncoordinated path
followed over the past decade.

Sweden ranked 23 out of the
EU28+ countries in the European
Commission's 2019 Open Data
Maturity Index
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Deregulated public sector &

MATT BURGESS SECURITY NOV 4, 2821 7:88 AM

These Parents Built a School App. Then the City Called the
Cops

Stockholm’s official app was a disaster. So annoyed parents built their own
open source version—ignoring warnings that it might be illegal.




DIGIDEM LAB

Weak open source and
civic tech communities
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